
WASHINGTON
The acrid and unexpungable

odor of terrorism, which has hung
over Israel for many years, is now a
fact of American life. Tu e s d a y
morning Americans were drawn
into the world that Israelis live in
every day.

Just at the moment when
American political debate had
reached a nadir of frivilousness,
with wrangling about nonexistent
“lock boxes” and the like, the
nation's decade-long holi mass
destruction are proliferating. Some
of them, such as nuclear weapons,
can be delivered to their targets in
shipping containeday from history
came to a shattering end. A f t e r
about half a century of war and
Cold War, Americans came to feel,
understandably, that the world was
too much with them, and they
turned away from it. What hap-
pened Tuesday morning, and can
happen again, underscored the
abnormality of the decade.

Terrorism is usually a com-
pound of the tangible and the intan-
gible of physical violence and
political symbolism. The terrorists’
targets on Tuesday were symbols
not just of American power, but
also its virtues. The twin towers of
the World Trade Center are, like
Manhattan itself, architectural
expressions of the vigor of
American civilization. T h e
Pentagon is a symbol of America’s
ability and determination to project
and defend democratic values.
These targets have drawn, like
gathered lightning, the anger of the
enemies of civilization. Those ene-
mies are always out there.

At times like this, confused
thought breeds confused action.
The American mind must not be

cluttered with two familiar cliches.
One is that terrorists are “desper-
ate” people. Tu e s d a y ’s terrorists
probably were akin to soldiers, dis-
ciplined and motivated but not des-
perate.

The second cliche is that terror-
ism is “senseless.” Te r r o r i s m
would not be such a plague if either
cliche were true.

Far from being senseless, much
terrorism is sensible in that it is
“cost-efficient.” Or, to borrow the
language of the stock exchange,
terrorism is “highly leveraged.”
Even sporadic terrorism can neces-
sitate the constant costly deploy-
ment of defense against it.
Furthermore, the effectiveness of
terrorism is enhanced by instant
and mass communication, especial-
ly graphic journalism.

One purpose is to deprive a gov-
ernment of respect and legitimacy
by demonstrating that it is unable to
guarantee public safety, the prereq-
uisite of all justice. The United
States, no fragile thing, is invulner-
able to that purpose.

H o w e v e r, many years ago a
Chinese theorist said: “Kill one,
frighten 10,000.” A modern student
of terrorism has correctly said that
in the age of terrorism, the axiom
should be: “Kill one, frighten 10
million.”

In thinking about terrorism,

democracies are sometimes
plagued by bad sociology and bad
philosophy feeding upon each
o t h e r. From the false idea that
extreme action must have justifica-
tion in the social environment, it is
but a short intellectual stagger to
the equally false idea that such acts
can and should be eliminated by
appeasement tarted up as reason-
ableness. The real aim of terrorism
is not to destroy people or physical
assets, still less to score anything
remotely resembling military victo-
ries. Rather, its purpose is to
demoralize.

Terrorism acquires its power
from the special horror of its ran-
domness, and from the magnifica-
tion of it by modern media, which
make the perpetrators seem the one
thing they are not—powerful.
Terrorism is the tactic of the weak.

To keep all this in perspective,
Americans should focus on the fact
that such acts as Tuesday’s do not
threaten A m e r i c a ’s social well-
being or even its physical strength.
However, weapons ofrs or suitcases
or the ubiquitous automobile.
Imagine a car driving down 5th
Avenue spewing anthrax.

The complexities of urban
industrial societies make them
inherently vulnerable to well-tar-
geted attacks that disrupt the flows
and interconnectedness of such
societies. The new dependence on
information technologies multi-
plies the vulnerabilities.

The grim paradox is that terror-
ism, a particularly primitive act,
has a symbiotic relationship with
the sophistication of its targ e t s .
And opportunities for macro-ter-
rorism directed against urban popu-
lations and their water, food-han-

dling and information systems mul-
tiply as societies become more
sophisticated.

There can be no immunity from
these vulnerabilities, but that is not
a reason for fatalism. A proactive
policy begins with anticipation.
Therefore the first U.S. policy
response must be to re-evaluate and
strengthen the national intelligence
assets, particularly the CIA a n d
FBI, which are the sine qua non of
counterterrorism.

Americans are slow to anger but
mighty when angry and their prop-
er anger now should be alloyed
with pride. They are targ e t s
because of their virtues — princi-
pally democracy, and loyalty to
those nations which, like Israel, are
embattled salients of our virtues in
a still-dangerous world.
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It’s at times like this that we are
the proudest of being
American. The United States
has just suffered a grievous

blow — perhaps the Pearl Harbor
of the modern war against terror-
ism — but we will prevail. For all
our stumbling, we are in the right.
We will win ultimately. We will be
a stronger people, and the end of
this, whenever it comes, will be to
make the world a somewhat safer
place to live in.

Like most Americans, we sat
glued to our televisions Tuesday
morning, in slack-jawed disbelief
as we witnessed apocalyptic
scenes of destruction in New York
City and other parts of the country.
Part of the horror was just how
much it all looked like something
out of a cheap horror movie:

• The twin 110-story towers of
the World Trade Center being
struck by hijacked airplanes and
bursting into flames. Those same
towers billowing smoke and keel-
ing over into the streets of lower
Manhattan. They looked like ocean
liners raising their keels before
taking the long plunge to the bot-
tom, like cathedral towers in
grainy World War II footage falling
victim to cannon fire.

• Surreal shots of New York’s
remaining towers dwarfed and sil-
houetted against gigantic clouds of
smoke and dust. Firefighters
embracing each other, relieved to
see their fellow workers alive. 

• Scenes of smoking billowing
over the Pentagon, where another
plane crashed in the parking lot.

The visuals almost over-
whelmed the news that leaked out
Tuesday morning: The W h i t e
House evacuated. Government
offices being shut down across the
c o u n t r y. Landmark buildings
everywhere being closed. A l l
flights across the United States
canceled. International flights
diverted to Canada. A jetliner crash
near Pittsburgh. Pronouncements
by President Bush that the full
force of the U.S. government
would be devoted to seeking out
those responsible for the catastro-
phes.

This is a story that will continue

to develop. The government has
been scrambled and it will take
time to sort out the developments.
Then there will be the U.S. govern-
ment’s response to the attack.

The destruction of the World
Trade Center in and of itself is a
loss of unbelievable magnitude. To
start with, a population greater
than all the people who live in
Anniston and Oxford combined
work there everyday. God knows
how many of them got out. Not
only that, but the center served
New York’s financial district, and
the vast, rushing streams of finan-
cial information that drive our
economy have been disrupted. And
for who knows how long. 

Make no mistake about it, the
world as we know it has been
changed. This is an event of that
magnitude.

But we are Americans. We are
brave, we are strong and we are
wise.

We must show the world this
during the upcoming weeks and
months — or however long it takes
to resolve this situation.

We must be slow to judge. If in
fact the attack on our country is the
work of Islamic extremists, we
must remember that these are
extremists — not ordinary, peace-
loving Muslims, not law-abiding
Arab immigrants. Let’s remember
that we have our own homegrown
terrorists too.

We must not fall victim to
rumors — and there will be rumors
aplenty during the weeks to come.
We must weigh and confirm all the
stories we hear, scrutinizing them
with all the judgment we can bring
to bear.

And above all, we must pray for
all the innocent victims of this dis-
aster and their families. These are
people who have been robbed of
their lives, people who have been
used as tools by extremists too
cynical to care who they kill.

If war has been brought to our
shores, we must ensure that the
war ends in peace and reconcil-

iation. Never again must innocent
people be killed in somebody
else’s political statement.

The television in the corner was
on silent, a beginning of
We d n e s d a y ’s column was on

the PC screen.
A side-long glance at the T V

changed everything.
There was a picture of the Wo r l d

Trade Center on the screen, smoke
billowing from a gash in its side.

Print across the bottom of the
screen reported that a plane had
apparently struck the North To w e r.

Sound quickly joined the pic-
t u r e s .

A terrible, terrible accident was
the first thought.

Then, within minutes, you
watched yet another plane slam into
the South Tower of the Trade Center.

Before Peter Jennings or To m
Brokaw could speak the words, you
knew this was no accident.

Terrorists had struck.
And they continued to strike.
The Pentagon in Washington was

hit by yet another plane.
A fourth one crashed near

P i t t s b u rgh. A car bomb reportedly
had exploded near the Capitol.

You couldn’t move, only sit and
search for words, any word.

One came, only one.
H o r r o r.
Stunning, ultimate, unbelievable

h o r r o r.
Terror was a sub-head.
Both words, with all their conno-

tations, screamed into the mind,
sickening to the very core as more
pictures, all live, kept tumbling from
the T V screen into the numbness of
the mind.

You wanted to scream, to wake
up, to quit the nightmare that pulled
toward blackness.

You couldn’t .
Just getting your next breath was

d i ff i c u l t .
It couldn’t be happening.
But it was, seemingly never- e n d-

ing, personal and up close.
And you were helpless, you had a

sense all of America was helpless as
you sat and watched the T V s c r e e n
and the billowing smoke from the
World Trade Center, watched both
towers collapse into the street,
watched a wall of the Pentagon col-
l a p s e .

People were dying, perhaps hun-
dreds of thousands.

You knew that ... but that, too,
had trouble registering in your mind. 

The enormity of what you were
seeing and hearing was just too
m u c h .

L a t e r, a huge jetliner went down
near Pittsburgh. Early reports were
that it, too, had been hijacked.
Where it was headed, we’ll probably
never know ... the White House,
Congress, wherever the heart of our
nation beat. 

If you are old enough to remem-
ber Pearl Harbor, it is likely the
grainy images of the USS A r i z o n a
listing, burning and sinking, flashed
through your mind.

In the same instant, you knew
this was worse, far worse.

And it was not fiction, not of a
recent Tom Clancy novel where ter-
rorists did indeed fly a jet into the
n a t i o n ’s Capitol while Congress was
in session.

If you were old enough to
remember Pearl Harbor, you
remembered Pearl Harbor again ...
the billowing smoke from the USS
Arizona as she listed and sank under
the assault of a sneak attack by the
J a p a n e s e .

That was Dec. 7, 1941,  a day
that then President Roosevelt
said “will live in infamy. ”

Sept. 12, 2001, will, too.
And yes, like all of you, I cried ...

— George Smith, Senior Editor

You sat and watched
and cried for Sept. 11

President at prayer
President George W. Bush lowers his head in silent prayer at the beginning of his address to the
nation after learning of the plane crashes into the World Trade Center this morning. The president
was in Sarasota, Fla., visiting Emma E. Booker Elementary School, where he was to speak on
education. The president and his aides were quickly whisked away aboard Air Force One to
Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana.

LIMA, Peru 
Secretary of State Colin

Powell cut short his first offi-
cial visit to South America to
return home to deal with devas-
tating terrorist explosions in
New York and Washington on
Tuesday.

Before leaving, Powell,
u rged foreign ministers from
the Organization of American
States to quickly pass a democ-
racy pact as a clear collective
message against terrorism.

The charter was adopted
u n a n i m o u s l y, and Powell
immediately left for Lima’s
military airport to fly back to
Washington.

“A terrible, terrible tragedy
has befall my nation, but it has
befallen all those who believe
in democracy,” Powell told the
OAS assembly.

“I hope we can move the
order of business to the adop-
tion of the charter,” he said,
“because I very much want to
be here to express the United
States’ commitment to democ-
racy in this hemisphere.”

The session opened with a
moment of silence before repre-
sentatives of Ve n e z u e l a ,
Colombia, El Salvador and
Canada all made statements
condemning the terrorists who
earlier in the day crashed two
planes into the World Tr a d e
Center. Explosions also rocked
the Pentagon and the State
Department and spread fear
across the nation.

“I will bring to President
Bush your expressions of sor-
row and your words of sup-
port,” Powell said. “You can be
sure that America will deal with
this tragedy in a way that brings
those responsible to justice.”

“Terrorism, as is noted, is
everyone’s problem,” he added,
“and there are countries repre-
sented here who have been
fighting terrorism for years and
have seen horrible things hap-
pen in your countries. It is
something we must all unite
behind.”
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